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PRESS RELEASE 
High ranking officials including French AGRI Minister, EU Health & Food Safety Commissioner, 

EP AGRI Chair and UPOV Secretary General to visit the CPVO to celebrate 20 years of IP 

rights for EU plant breeders 

 

The Community Plant Variety Office is celebrating the 20th anniversary of its activity in 2015. Within 20 

years, the scope of the Community Plant Variety Right (CPVR) system has been extended from 15 to 28 

Member States as the European Union has grown. The fact that protection, guaranteeing exclusive 

exploitation rights for a plant variety, covers 28 countries and a market of more than 520 million 

consumers through a single application to the CPVO makes the EU system for protecting new varieties 

highly attractive. 

 

To celebrate its 20th anniversary, the CPVO will host a seminar on 1 October 2015 in Angers with all of 

those who have contributed to the success of the CPVR system through their continued cooperation and 

support, namely the Member States represented by the members of the CPVO Administrative Council, the 

European Union institutions, the examinations offices, the CPVO staff members, the UPOV and, last but 

not least, the breeders and the breeders’ organisations. [Attendance to this seminar is by invitation only.] 

 

Speaking ahead of the event, the President of the CPVO, Martin Ekvad, said he will be “delighted to 

welcome the French Minister of Agriculture, M. Le Foll, the EU Health & Food Safety Commissioner, M. 

Andriukaitis, the Chair of the European Parliament’s Agricultural Committee MEP, M. Siekierski, and the 

Secretary General of  UPOV & Director General of WIPO, M. Gurry, to the event” and looks forward to 

working together to shape the future for the innovation in the plant sector in general and for EU plant 

breeders in specific.  

“It’s been a very busy 20 years, in that time the CPVO has processed over 53,500 applications for EU plant 

variety protection and has granted in excess of 41,000 titles.  The titles offer intellectual property 

protection to companies and individuals not just from the EU but from all over the world.” “It will be a 

great occasion for all those that have participated in building the system to catch-up and celebrate.” 

 

The CPVO has taken this anniversary year as an opportunity to deepen its ties with its partners and 

stakeholders, and to build on its network to continue to provide high-quality processing of applications for 

the CPVR at affordable costs and to play an important role to support innovation which is at the heart of 

the EU’s strategy for creating Europe’s economic growth and global competitiveness. The CPVO looks 

forward to many more years of fruitful cooperation with its partners and stakeholders, working together to 

further develop a global regulatory environment for PVR and to embrace the challenges of the next 

decade and beyond. 
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Further information: 

Guest speakers at the seminar include:  

Francis Gurry (Secretary General of UPOV and Director General of WIPO),  

Vytenis Andriukaitis (EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety), 

Czeslaw Siekierski (Chair of the Committee on Agriculture of the European Parliament),  

Andrew Mitchell (Chairman of the CPVO Administrative Council),  

Bart Kiewiet (former President of the CPVO),  

Andrea Mansuino (CIOPORA President),  

Garlich von Essen (Secretary General of the European Seed Association - ESA),  

Niels Louwaars (Director of Plantum),  

Thor Kofoed (Chairman of the COPA-COGECA Working Party on Seeds),  

Christophe Béchu (Mayor of Angers), 

Stéphane Le Foll (French Minister of Agriculture, Agrifood and Forestry)*. 

 

 

*depending on agenda 
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